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For anyone trying to move course content online, it can be challenging to translate what they already do well in a

face-to-face classroom into an online classroom environment. The most important thing to consider is how to

provide an in-class experience to your new online class. It’s also important to remember that the tools you need to

teach online are already in place. 

Consider what do you normally use your in-class time for? Try to define what you do in class at a higher, more goal-

oriented level (e.g., presentation of content, checking for understanding, collaborative project work — instead of

listing activities as “lecture,” “quiz,” “discussion”). If you keep those goals in mind, you will have a better idea of how

to achieve them online, as well as what aspects of the in-class experience to focus on simulating.

In particular, this mini-reflection could help you decide whether to go with a syn ​chronous means of engagement (e.g.,

a re​al-time Teams Virtual Meeting or a BigBlueButton meeting), an asynchronous one (narrated vid ​eos), or some

combination of the two.

For Lectures and Larger Courses → Which traditionally use live classroom lecture, video, homework

assignments, quiz, Live Q&A sessions, and other on campus types of activities.

In a lecture-based class, the instructor will typically prepare lecture slides and a handful of check-in activities with

students to ensure that everyone is making sense of the content. After class, students may have practice sets or

other homework to complete. Students in larger classes may also have the opportunity to attend office hours with a

course Teaching Assistant (TA) to ask questions and go over challenging material. 

How would this class format work online? Consider this possible model as a place to start: Lecture Video. Homework

Quiz. Live Q&A Sessions Online.

1. Create several modules in the content area of your Moodle course to contain all the materials and activities for

your class meetings. Make sure to name the modules in a way that its contents are easily recognizable to

students. Add a description to the module selecting the "Turn editing on" button. Then select the pencil next to

the Module name to rename it. To add the description to the module, select the gear icon below the module

name and then add the description to the summary text box. Once the module is renamed and the description

has been added, outline clearly for students the specific steps they will need to complete the activities in the

class meeting by adding activities and resources to the module. What will the need to watch? Read? Complete?

Submit? Discuss? etc.

2. Build your video lectures using the BigBlueButton tool  in Moodle to create a video in which you talk over your

lecture slides. A couple of important tips for making educational videos:

In general, breaking up a longer lecture into several videos of no more than 10 minutes long is a good

idea. It is both easier for you to produce as the instructor, and easier for your students to watch. Longer

videos with no breaks between are just not as effective. 

Consider adding captions to your video to make it even more accessible to students. Captions can be

edited as well.  This knowledgebase has articles to recommend how you can quickly transcribe and add



captions for your videos.

Add your finished video lecture or a URL to the video in the module.

For Seminars and Discussion-Based Courses → Which use Readings, Journals, and Live Discussion On Campus.

In a small seminar, students will probably read one or more resources before class, think through how the materials

relate to themselves, to the major themes of the course, and to other course materials. Then, students come to class

prepared to make sense of what they have read with the group. There may be a bit of lecture from the professor and a

lot of discussion among the seminar participants. 

How would this class format work online? Consider this possible model as a place to start: Read. Journal. Live

Discussion Online.

1. Create several modules in the content area of your Moodle course to contain all the materials and activities

for your class meetings. Make sure to name the modules in a way that its contents are easily recognizable to

students. Add a description to the module selecting the "Turn editing on" button. Then select the pencil next to

the Module name to rename it. To add the description to the module, select the gear icon below the module

name and then add the description to the summary text box. Once the module is renamed and the description

has been added, outline clearly for students the specific steps they will need to complete the activities in the

class meeting by adding activities and resources to the module. What will the need to watch? Read? Complete?

Submit? Discuss? etc.

2. Add any required readings or other materials to your course. You can upload a document or other file by

selecting the "Turn editing on" button. At the bottom of each module in Moodle, you will select the "add an

activity or resource" link. From this menu, you can link to library resources or online materials like websites.

You can also create a quick webcam video recording using BigBlueButton and giving students some of the

supplemental information that would normally come out in class. 

3. Create space for thinking and reflection with a private discussion group for each student or create an

assignment where students can submit their answers to prompts about the reading and video before they

come to the live class for the discussion. These private submissions can be submitted for a grade in the grade

book, or the instructor can just scan them before class to make sure students are all on the right track.

4. Finally, schedule with Microsoft Teams or BigBlueButton a virtual classroom meeting for the day and time

your class normally meets. This will provide your students with a link to enter the virtual classroom space for

your class time. We strongly recommend printing off a handy quick start guide on hosting a virtual classroom

meeting and keeping it next to you as you host the meeting in case any questions come up.  Instructions and

guides are found in the student and faculty knowledgebases on the Moodle taskbar (Faculty Help > Get Help;

and also Student Help > Get Help).

In the end, your Moodle course module might look something like this: 



You could also consider the following online classroom options:

Create quizzes as check-ins. If there are typically independent homework assignments after the lecture, giving

students a way to check in and make sure that they are progressing on the homework can be useful. Create a short,

low-stakes quiz after each homework assignment and then add a combination of True/False, multiple choice, and

other objective questions to ensure that your students are getting what they need from the homework assignment.

For this type of quiz, err on the side of shorter and lower stakes. This is not a test of student knowledge, just a check-

in to let the instructor and student see progress.

Finally, schedule with Microsoft Teams or BigBlueButton a virtual classroom meeting for regular office hours or

Q&A sessions where students can talk one-on-one or in small groups with a Teaching Assistant (TA) or the

professor. Creating one separate module just for virtual classroom meetings might help your students locate these

more easily.  After you create the virtual classroom meeting in either Microsoft Teams or BigBlueButton, add the

activities or meeting URLs to the module. Then, on the day and time of the meeting, click on the meeting you want

the students to join. Adding activities and URL links in your course that will take students directly to the meeting

room. Consider creating a link for each one of the virtual classroom meetings you plan to hold during the semester. 

In the end, your Moodle module might look something like this: 



For Other Kinds of Courses:

If neither of these two formats will work for you, here are a few other ways you might be able to move some of your

course content online:

Expand your use of online textbook resources or other platforms you already use: Many courses,

particularly intro courses and surveys, require a textbook from a publisher that has developed its own online

platform. It is possible that you are already using some online resources that come with the textbook. If your

students are already familiar with the platform and the resources are there, consider expanding your use of

these resources. Contact your textbook rep to see what may be possible and to ask if their online platform

integrates with Moodle. 

Use the Discussion Tool as a Text or Video Discussion Board: Some courses just need more extended time for

discussion. Consider using a discussion board to get students communicating asynchronously. You can set up a

discussion board to be a large group discussion, you can put students in smaller discussion groups in

BigBlueButton for a more manageable experience, or you can even give students an individual space for

journaling or one-on-one communication with the instructor. One of the coolest features of the Discussion

tool is how instructors and students can use text, audio, video, images, and web links in their posts. For a video

discussion board, participants click to post, then instead of typing text into the text box, they record and add a

Video Note to the Discussion text box. The result is a nice change from a text-heavy online course but doesn’t

require students to all meet at the same time like a virtual classroom meeting.

For labs, studios, and performance-based courses, your hands-on approach to your discipline will

undoubtedly require a unique mix of tools. It might be useful to think about what parts of your typical

classroom experience are essential in the event you need to move your teaching online. For example, although

hands-on work is far preferable, can hands-on work be replaced with carefully filmed demos followed by

student reflection? Are there any non-essential activities that can be eliminated or replaced with less ideal, but

also useful activities? For example, moving from a live performance to a filmed performance?


